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Rationale

We at Tilery Primary School use several methods of assessment to build up our evidence and understanding of how and what the children in our settings have learned. This enables us to ensure the children continue to be motivated, engaged in their learning and provides us with the basis from which    we can plan future learning opportunities and experiences that address the children’s individual interests and needs. 

Aims 
The aim for assessment in the EYFS  is to raise standards by focusing on pupil achievement. Assessment for Learning (AFL) is central to classroom practice enabling pupils to know where they are in their learning, where they are going and how to get there. AfL promotes a clear understanding of how pupils learn and is part of effective planning, teaching and learning.

Organisation 

Foundation Stage STEPS Entry Record
*Pre-school groups or nursery settings pass onto us any assessment information and pupil records they have on children transferring to our school. Where appropriate, this information will be included in the children’s individual STEPS entry record.

*Within the first six weeks of starting in Foundation Stage 1, we complete the EYFSP entry record for each pupil. 

*Should a child start with us in the Foundation Stage 2 class, we complete the EYFSP entry record if we do not receive adequate pupil progress records from the child’s previous nursery or school.
Foundation Stage 2 Pupil Learning Journeys 

*We allocate each child a Learning Journey folder. These folders contain evidence and observations on the children’s progress in the seven areas of learning as identified in the Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Physical Development; Communication and Language; Literacy; Mathematics; Understanding the World; Expressive Art and Design). They also contain the STEPS profile, any Special Educational Needs and/or medical information and a copy of the end of FS1 report, examples of child initiated work and Language Link reports. 
*Staff make on-going daily observations on pupil progress, recording what the children can do according to the Development Matters guidance and Early Learning Goals. They constitute a record over the year of children’s comments and staff observations that show the children’s knowledge and understanding, within the seven areas of learning.

*We record these observations on sticky labels or post-it notes and transfer them into the children’s individual Learning Journey folder on a regular basis. Before transferring the stickers we use the information recorded on them to support future planning and to plan appropriate activities and experiences that will aid the children’s development and learning.
We pass the Learning Journey folders to the Year 1 teachers to keep and refer to during the following year, to ensure continuity and progression in the children’s learning and development.

Observations, work samples and photographic evidence are used by staff to complete individual pupil STEPS records, which are updated termly during the children’s time in Foundation Stage and highlight the child’s achievement: 

· on entry to nursery        




 ( pink )

· first or second term in FS1 



( orange )
· third term before starting FS2



 ( grey )

· second term before starting FS2



 ( red )

· first term before starting FS2



 ( purple )
· before the end of the Autumn term in FS2 

( yellow )

· during the second half of the Spring term in FS2  
 ( blue )

· before the end of the Summer  term in FS2

 ( green )

· Classroom Monitor is also updated termly indicating the objectives that the children have met, almost achieved and those that are targets for future learning. The EYFS team leader will use Classroom Monitor to analyse areas of strength and development for the Foundation Stage and will report on the quality of teaching and learning in the EYFS to the school’s Governing Body.

· School submits the results of the Foundation Stage2 profiles, as required, to the Local Authority.

· We analyse and interpret the results of the Foundation Stage Profile document to inform the team about the quality of both the learning and the teaching during the year. We use this information to improve future years’ curriculum coverage, planning and teaching.

· At the end of each academic year, each class teacher will produce a written Foundation Stage school report for parents detailing achievement in all of the seven learning areas. There will be an opportunity for parents to discuss this report with their child’s class teacher before the end of the academic year. 

Signed: ………………………………….  EYFS Team Leader    

Date: ………………………

Signed ………………………………….  Chair of Governors

Date: ………………………
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