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Aims of collective worship 
At Tilery Primary we aim that collective worship : 

 contributes to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of each child; 

 gives expression to, and reaffirms and practises the values of the school 
community; 

 celebrates and gives thanks for the achievements within the school, local and 
international community; 

 celebrates occasions of significance, including festivals; 

 fosters and enables a concern for the needs of others; 

 allows children to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, 
that inform their perspective on life;  

 promotes interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and 
values; 

 fosters children’s sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about 
themselves, others and the world around them; 

 encourages children’s use of imagination and creativity in their learning; 

 encourages children  to reflect on their own experiences. 
 
 

Legal status of collective worship 

The 1988 Education Reform Act requires that ‘all pupils in attendance at a maintained school 
shall on each day take part in an act of collective worship’.  To provide students with variety 
in their experience of worship, acts of worship may take the form of a whole school act of 
worship for all pupils or separate acts of worship for students in different age groups or school 
groups. Collective worship may be held at any time during the school day. 
 

In accordance with the 1988 Education Reform Act, acts of collective worship “shall be wholly 
or mainly of a broadly Christian character” meaning that “it reflects the broad traditions of 
Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular Christian denomination”.  Not all 
acts of collective worship will be of a broadly Christian character, but taking any school term 
as a whole, the majority of acts which take place in the school will comply with this 
requirement.  Our school community is made up of people from many religions and cultures. 
While acts of worship are mainly of a Christian nature we conduct them in a manner that is 
sensitive to all faiths and beliefs. 

 

The responsibility for arranging school worship in our school rests with the head teacher, who 
after consultation with the governing body has appointed a Collective Worship leader with 
the responsibility for coordinating collective worship in the school. 
 

The headteacher and governors, on advice from the worship coordinator, may apply for a 
determination from SACRE if there are a large number of pupils in the school from a particular 
non-Christian faith background. 
 

The school recognises that there is a difference between acts of collective worship and the 
assembly of students. On some occasions assembly may precede or follow an act of collective 
worship. When this happens the transition from assembly to worship will be marked in some 
suitable way e.g. the lighting of a candle, reflecting on an image, moment of silences etc. 



Spiritual development. 
The 2013 National curriculum states that “every state-funded school must offer a 
curriculum which is balanced and broadly based and which promotes the spiritual, moral, 
cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, and 
prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
life.”  At Tilery Primary School, we believe the spiritual development of our pupils is of vital 
importance.  Collective worship offers one of many opportunities to promote the spiritual 
growth of our pupils.  Collective worship can also provide the opportunity to reflect on 
moral issues and to celebrate cultural diversity. 

Nature of collective worship 

Collective worship takes place:- 
 As class reflection or prayer, 
 As all or part of an assembly and 

 During special services at local churches. 
 

Each week there is a theme for collective worship. These are published at the beginning of 
the term. Those leading worship that week are encouraged to relate their worship to this 
theme. The themes chosen are broad enough to allow all those leading worship to approach 
the theme from their own perspective. This will mean that by the end of the week the 
students will have had the opportunity to reflect on the theme from a variety of viewpoints. 
Alternatively class teachers may develop their worship from themes and events that occur on 
the curriculum during the week.  
 

This pattern is flexible and on occasions it is recognised that teachers may feel that they need 
to respond to local or national events. 
 

Class worship 

In EYFS and KS1 this will usually be a prayer or time for quiet reflection at an appropriate 
point during the day. 
 

In KS2, classes will usually have a weekly theme which is explored through story, reflection 
and prayer. 
 

Whole school assembly 

Whole school assemblies are normally conducted by the Head Teacher. They usually follow 
themes linked to the ethos of the school but are also used to respond to humanitarian and 
environmental issues in the news when appropriate. Sometimes representatives from 
outside agencies or the local community come into assemblies to address specific issues 

 

Team assembly 

Team assemblies are led by team leaders and by members of religious communities in the 
local area. 

Assemblies led by team leaders will be based upon the theme for collective worship that 
week.  

Every month representatives from local churches lead one or more team assemblies. 



In both whole school and team assemblies some time is used to reward children for their 
achievements (both in and out of school) and to celebrate them together. 
 

Weekly organisation of collective worship 

EYFS will engage in a daily act of collective worship within their classes, usually ending the day 
with a prayer.  On Friday EYFS hold a team assembly which incorporates an act of collective 
worship. 
 

KS1 and KS2 will usually follow this structure: 
Monday  -  Team assembly, including an act of worship 

Tuesday  -  Class worship 

Wednesday  -  Class worship 

Thursday  -  Class worship 
Friday   - Whole school assembly, including an act of worship 

 

Church services 

The school holds annual services in collaboration with two local churches; a Christingle 
service at Stockton Parish Church and an Easter service at Stockton Baptist Tabernacle. The 
worship coordinator works collaboratively with staff, church representatives and pupils to 
plan the services and pupils deliver the majority of the service using story, drama and song.  
Parents, school governors and members of the local community are invited to these special 
services. 

School Prayer 

The Tilery School Prayer was written following consultation with all children and staff in the 
school.  Members of every class were invited to put forward their ideas, which were then 
discussed by a working party of children and staff.  The school prayer can be said as part of 
class collective worship or as part of assemblies: 

Thank you God for the world you rule, 
Our homes, our food, our friends, our school. 
Help those people with no homes, 
No food, no friends, all alone. 
Help us to be kind and true, 
To do what’s right in all we do. 
Each day keep us safe with you, 
Treat people as you wish us to. 
Amen 

 

The Oasis 

The Oasis is a space available for reflection, prayer and meditation in the KS2 building.  It is 
available for children use at lunchtimes, as part of KS2 Lunch Club (“Fun time, Lunch time).   
It is intended to allow children the space to develop their own spirituality in an independent 
way.   

 



Right of Withdrawal 
At Tilery Primary School we seek to be an inclusive community.  However we respect the right 
of parents to withdraw their children from collective worship, as outlined in the 1988 
Education Reform Act.  This school expects that withdrawal will only be made following 
parental discussion with the headteacher followed by written confirmation of withdrawal.  
The school has a system of suitable supervision for students withdrawn from acts of collective 
worship.  However, no additional work is set or followed in this time. 
 

All teachers, including the headteacher, have the right of withdrawal from the act of collective 
worship, but the headteacher, should he or she wish to exercise this right, maintains statutory 
accountability for acts of collective worship in Tilery Primary School. 
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