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Rationale 

 

History is about people; it allows us to examine the ways people behave, the ways in which they live and the 

things that happen to them and shows us that we belong to a rich tapestry of humanity. A high-quality history 

education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider 

world.  History should fire up pupils’ curiosity about the past, helping them to understand the contemporary 

world and the challenges of their time. History allows pupils to see the diversity of human experience, and 

understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society. What pupils learn can influence their 

decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. Teaching should enable pupils to ask questions, think 

critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.  

 

Through the implementation of the National Curriculum in our teaching of history, we must motivate children to 

be enquiring and interested in events and objects often beyond their living memory.  These concepts are 

difficult for very young children to grasp, but can begin to be understood when presented in an exciting way 

which relates to their own lives.  As skills develop, children can pursue more complex issues in their quest for 

knowledge of the past and how it affects our lives today. 

 

Aims  

 

Foundation Stage 

During the Foundation Stage the children will access History through the study of ‘Understanding the world’. It 

can include exploring, investigating, using computers, discovering the living world, people and nature around 

them, experiencing other cultures and beliefs and thinking about different life events.  Children are 

encouraged to ask “why?” as they begin to work out the reasons for things changing. They are working out 

connections and differences between people and the environment and how they fit into it. They enjoy finding 

out about their own family history and how their family celebrates. This encourages their natural sense of 

wonder and curiosity about the world around us. 

All children will have opportunities to develop their understanding of the world effectively through: 

 

 imaginative and enjoyable activities 

 a stimulating environment that attracts children’s interest and curiosity 

 activities based on first-hand experience that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, 

prediction, critical thinking and discussion 

 adult support in helping children to communicate and record orally and in other ways 

 

By the end of the foundation stage, most children will be able to; 

 find out about and identify some features of the events they observe 

 look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change 

 ask questions about why things happen 

 find out about past and present events in their own lives and in those of their families and other people 

they know 
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Key Stage One - To enable children to develop: 

 

 

Key Stage Two - To enable children to develop: 

 
Key Stage 2: Purpose & Aims 

Chronological 

understanding - 

Develop a 

chronologically 

secure knowledge 

and understanding 

Vocabulary - Develop 

the appropriate use 

of historical terms 

Features of the 

Past - Know and 

understand 

significant aspects 

of history: nature of 

ancient civilisations; 

expansion & 

dissolution empires; 

characteristic 

features of past 

non-European 

societies; 

achievements & 

follies of mankind 

 

Diversity – Gain 

historical 

perspective by 

placing their 

growing knowledge 

into different 

contexts 

Causes – Address 

questions about 

change, cause, 

similarity and 

difference, and 

significance 

Links - Note 

connections, 

contrasts and 

trends over time- 

Establishing clear 

narratives within 

and across periods 

of study 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical 

Interpretation - 

Understand how our 

knowledge of the 

past is constructed 

from a range of 

sources and that 

different versions of 

past events may 

exist, giving some 

reasons for this. 

Historical Enquiry - 

Understand the 

methods of historical 

enquiry, how evidence 

is used to make 

historical claims, & 

discern how & why 

contrasting 

arguments & 

interpretations of 

the past have been 

constructed 

Questioning -

Regularly address 

and sometimes 

devise historically 

valid questions 

Organise - 

Construct informed 

responses that 

involve thoughtful 

selection and 

organisation of 

relevant historical 

information 

Communicate- Make 

connections, draw 

contrasts, analyse 

trends, frame 

historically-valid 

questions and create 

their own structured 

accounts, including 

written narratives 

and analyses 

 

 

 

Organisation of Teaching and Learning  

   

Schemes of work are planned to meet the requirements of the programme of study at both Key Stages, as set 

out in the guidelines of the National Curriculum.  Material may be selected from earlier or later Key Stages to 

enable individual pupils to progress.  A cross curricular approach can be successful depending on topics to be 

covered in other areas of the curriculum. Foundation Stage will use a school topic approach, where appropriate.  

However, history will also be taught through story, pictures, computer programmes, videos, objects and 

artefacts, their environment and buildings as well as visits of historical interest. Key Stage 1 & 2 will address 

the programmes of study set out in the National Curriculum Document.  Throughout the school the local history 

element will remain. 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1: Purpose & Aims 

Chronological 

understanding - 

Know where 

people & events 

fit within 

chronological 

framework 

-Develop an 

awareness of the 

past & passing of 

time 

Vocabulary - 

Use wide 

vocabulary of 

everyday 

historical terms 

Processes - Use 

parts of stories 

& other sources 

to show that 

they know & 

understand key 

features 

Differences – 

Identify 

Similarities & 

differences 

Representation – 

Understand some 

of the ways the 

past is 

represented 

Historical 

Enquiry - 

Understand 

some of the 

ways we find out 

about the past 

Questioning - 

Ask & answer 

questions 
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Planning, Recording and Evaluation 

Planning is used to:             

a) Set clear objectives, which are shared with the children  

b) Ensure work is matched to pupils’ abilities, experiences and interests                                                                   

c) Ensure progression, continuity and subject coverage throughout the school. 

 

Long, medium and short term planning must be shared in Team Meetings so as to ensure equal provision for all 

children and avoid repetition.  Planning is added to Sites on a weekly basis. History covered at all levels 

throughout the school is apparent by referring to long, medium and weekly planning sheets.   

 

Recording of work will be done at a level, which is appropriate to the task and the level of ability of the 

children involved. This will range from a teacher led introductory session, or a book made from photographs and 

memories of a topic in the early years, through to group/individual recording which can then be shared by 

larger group. 

 

Children will be encouraged to evaluate their own work and to have a positive attitude towards other people’s 

work.  Children’s work must be well displayed to arouse and maintain interest and to give credibility and value to 

their efforts.  Samples or photographs of children’s work will be kept, (dated with relevant details), as a record 

of progress.  Staff can add relevant photographs to the whole school History evidence file as they cover each 

topic. 

 

 

Organisation of Resources 

KS1 resource boxes are stored in the resource cupboard, next to the Y1 classroom. KS2 Resource boxes are 

stored in the large cupboard at the end of the hall. Resources are stored in labelled crates covering each 

history topic.  Crates will hold relevant books, photographs, artefacts, written documents, maps, video 

materials, tapes, relevant web addresses, computer software, and access to sites, museums and history through 

local historians providing role play.  These resources can be added to and reviewed each time a topic is 

presented.  ICT can also be used to support each topic. 

 

 

Monitoring and Assessment 

Assessment will link to the learning objectives and skills that are being taught as part of a topic or theme. 

Teachers will use their professional judgement to determine the most effective methods of gathering evidence 

of pupils’ progress, which will form the basis of an annual written report to parents. Gathering evidence of 

pupils’ attainment allows teachers to identify what has been learnt and identify ways of overcoming difficulties 

and establish a basis for further planning. 

Formative assessment can be made from a range of sources:  

 Written work 

 Spoken activities 

 Maps, plans and sketches 

 Group activities 

 Historical visits 

 Audio and video recording 

 ICT materials e.g. emails, desk top publishing 

 Models 

 Photographs 

 Comments from other people e.g. helpers on visits 

 

There is no statutory teacher assessment in KS1 and KS2 for History. 
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