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 Reading & Story Sharing 

 

If you have the story ‘Elmer’ at home read this together with 

your child.  Talk about each picture as you turn the page. 

 

Follow the link to hear the author David McKee read the story  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFrD18XLmlM   Talk 

together about the word ‘different’.  Talk about how Elmer is 

different to the other elephants, what makes him special?  

Elmer makes the other elephants happy by being funny and 

joking. Discuss other ways to make others happy – for example, 

by being kind, sharing and being ready to help.  Look together 

at the last page, where all of the elephants look different.  

Which one is your favourite? 

 
 

Challenge: The story features alliteration – for example, when 

Elmer re-joins the herd, a series of three words beginning with 

‘s’ are used: serious, silent and still. See if your child can listen 

carefully to hear the sssss sound each time.  Talk about what 

each of the words mean and see if you can act out/mime them. 

 

 

 

 

Hello Nursery,  I hope that you are all keeping safe and well.  Our topic over the next few weeks is ‘Colour’  If we look out of 

our window or around our house we can see colour everywhere!  Enjoy doing some of these suggested activities this week 

together at home. You can send photographs of completed activities or other things you have been doing at home to the 

following email parents@tileryprimary.org.uk  or add them to Tapestry. Take care, Mrs Chapman 

Number Recognition and Addition 

 

Save some plastic bottles instead of putting them in 

the recycling and make skittles with them to play as a 

family.  

 

For younger children write numbers on the bottles 

with a permanent marker (for example numbers 1 - 3 / 

5). Ask your child to roll a ball and knock the skittles 

over. Can they recognise the numbers they have 

knocked down? Take turns in family members rolling 

the ball. Challenge: If your child can recognise the 

lower numbers, add more up to 5 / 7 / 9. 

 

For older children put numbers and the corresponding 

dots on the bottles. Encourage your child to count the 

dots on the bottles they have knocked over and find 

out how many points they have? Create a family score 

card and encourage your child to try and write down 

their score. Discuss who has the highest / lowest 

score. Challenge:  Have a go at combining other groups 

to find out totals, by encouraging your child to find out 

how many toy cars / teddies etc they have altogether? 

Use the language of addition; add / plus / altogether / 

equals. You could even use groups of toys and ask your 

child to identify what is one more / one less than the 

number of toys they already have? 

 

Number songs 

Sing along to 10 Green Bottles using the following link  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-

rhymes-ten-green-bottles/zncyt39 

Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/playlist-

number-raps and sing along with the number raps 

concentrating on numbers 1-5 for younger children and 

then 1-10 for older children. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFrD18XLmlM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-ten-green-bottles/zncyt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-ten-green-bottles/zncyt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/playlist-number-raps
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/playlist-number-raps


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The World 

                              

Why Do Animals Change Colour? Have you ever wondered why some animals change colour? Find out more with this 

song https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-go-club-animal-colour-change-song.   

Creative 

Enjoy and sing along with Elmer to the ‘Be a Rainbow’ song.  Make your own dance moves and clap along as you sing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz8yo0_I7BQ 

Ask your child to draw their own Elmer the patchwork elephant.  Use as many bright colours as you can and name 

each colour as you use it.  Challenge: Can your child think of other things that are the same colour e.g. When using 

yellow reinforce “Yellow like the sun or sand or a banana”. 

Help Mr Maker make a colourful picture with your child using the online tools. They can paint, draw, stamp and stick 

using the online the art tools or colour in a character.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/makes/mister-maker-make-

a-picture?collection=creative-play-for-kids 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz8yo0_I7BQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/makes/mister-maker-make-a-picture?collection=creative-play-for-kids
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/makes/mister-maker-make-a-picture?collection=creative-play-for-kids

