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Communication, Language & Literacy 

 

Story Time 

If you have the story ‘Who Sank the Boat’ at home read 

it together with your child.  If not, you can listen to the 

story using the following link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpFWuHSDFtQ
Talk about the story together.  What happened?  Who 

were the characters in the story?  What was your 

favourite part of the story?    

Challenge: Can your child talk about why the boat sank?   

Help your child to understand that as the boat got fuller 

it got lower in the water, and finally the little mouse 

added that last bit of weight that caused the boat to 

sink. Ask questions such as, If the mouse was already in 

the boat and the cow got in last, do you think the boat 

would still sink? Why do you think that? Do you think the 

boat would sink if the little mouse didn’t get in at all? 

Why do you think that? 

 
 

 
If you have the story ‘Brilliant Boats’ at home read this 

together with your child.  You can listen to the story 

using the following link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KK7Au1u-_xg 

Talk together about all of the different boats that were 

in the story.  Which one was your favourite and why?  

Can your child describe their favourite boat?   

Hello everybody,  I hope you are all safe and well.  This week we will be looking at floating and sinking.  We will 

be reading the story ‘Who Sank the Boat’ and singing familiar songs such as ‘Row, Row, Row Your Boat’ too.  

Enjoy trying some of the activities below and keep practising writing or tracing your name using your name 

cards. Take care, Mrs Chapman 

 
Maths-Comparing sets of objects & Two 

Numbers 

 
Gather some of your child’s small favourite 

toys (Lego bricks / cars / dolls / teddies etc). 

Place them into two groups for each of you to 

play with and then compare their amounts, 

Model the language of same / more / less to 

your child to ensure their understanding of 

these words. Then encourage your child to use 

these words themselves, to compare the 

different amounts of objects in each group. 

Change the quantity in each group and 

encourage your child to compare the two 

amounts. 

Challenge: Invite your child to estimate how 

many are in each group, then count them. 

Ensure they count accurately and say one 

number name, for each item. Encourage them 

to compare the numbers of each group i.e. 

“Which number is more … 3 or 7? / Which 

number is less … 9 or 5? Continue asking them 

to compare random numerals you say. Start 

with smaller numbers and if your child is 

confident with these, then build up to 

comparing bigger numbers. You could further 

extend by inviting your child to name “one more 

/ less than” a given number (i.e. What is one 

more than 6?  /What is one less than 4?) If 

this is tricky, show your child how to count up / 

down to the next number). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpFWuHSDFtQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpFWuHSDFtQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KK7Au1u-_xg


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy – Story Time and Puppet Shows 

Watch The Gingerbread Man https://www.worldbookday.com/videos/the-gingerbread-man-2/ 

or explore some other Traditional Tales (Jack & the beanstalk / Billy Goats Gruff / Little Red Riding Hood / 

Three Bears …) https://www.worldbookday.com/big-little-book-corner/  Encourage your child to anticipate and 

join in with the repeated refrains; “Run, run as fast as you can, you can’t catch me I’m the Gingerbread Man” from 

Gingerbread. Have a go at making up an alternative ending to the story. (If you wanted, further linked activities 

could include making gingerbread people from playdough or playing a Gingerbread Man chasing tig game outdoors 

with your family). 

Challenge: Have a go at making some puppets from the story you watched, to represent the characters. Model to 

your child the puppets speaking with intonation (i.e. If you watched The Three Bears; daddy bear speaking in a 

deep voice & baby bear, in a little voice) Encourage your child to retell the story in a puppet show, with you being 

the audience. Your child could make a puppet theatre sign; Remind them to hold a pencil comfortably. You could 

encourage them to: trace, by you writing in yellow for them to write on top of; or encourage them to copy under 

the letters you have written; or encourage them to write the letters themselves. You could also have a clock, to 

say when the next (o’clock) show time is.  For puppet making you could use wooden spoons, paper bags, drawings on 

paper, cut out and stuck on to sticks, socks, or simply your own toys. 

 

The World 

Floating & Sinking 

Introduce the words ‘floating’ and ‘sinking’.  Talk together about what your child already knows about floating and sinking.  

Find out all about floating and sinking with Kit and Pup here https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bc29rr/kit-pup-

series-1-7-floating-and-sinking  Now try listening to this song https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/do-you-know-

sinking-and-floating-song and then enjoying this story https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/messy-goes-to-okido-why-

do-things-sink-and-float 

 

 

Water Songs and Rhymes 

Sing along to Row, Row, Row Your Boat here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rafox-9P3r8 
 

Sing along to Big Blue Boat here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0npO2CtUrzg 
 

Can you think of any other rhymes about water and boats?   
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