
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 HEADTEACHER UPDATE 01.06.20 

 

Dear parent/carer, 

 

I am now in a position to update parents and carers on our school’s approach to bringing in more 

year groups.  

 

This is further to the government’s announcement on the 28th May. This confirmed that as part of 

the easing of national lockdown measures, there would be a gradual return of pupils from Y6, Y1, 

Reception and nursery as from the 1st June. 

 

Taking account of the national and local context and moving forward in a measured and cautious 

way, we have decided to open school to more children as from Monday 15th June. 

 

We are planning to bring Y6 and Y1 pupils into school during week beginning 15th June and then Mrs 

Roberts Y1s, reception and some nursery children during week beginning 22nd June.  

 

Due to restrictions on the numbers of pupils being in a classroom together, pupils will attend school 

on a part time basis until the guidance on social distancing changes. This means that each child will be 

allocated to a group of pupils from their year group up to a maximum of 15. They will remain in 

these groups, known as their ‘family group’ until the end of term or until guidance changes. Children 

in Y6, Y1 and reception will either attend on Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday 

depending on the family group they are allocated to. This does mean that children will be with their 

own teacher and teaching assistant regardless of the days they attend. Wednesdays will be used for a 

deep clean of classrooms and equipment before the second group of the week attend school. 

 

Due to the restrictions of space, nursery places will only be offered to those children who will be 

going into reception in September. These children will attend school for 5 mornings or 5 afternoons.   

 

Once the children return to school the pattern of attendance will remain in place until the end of 

the summer term or when government guidance changes. 

Due to the national restrictions, siblings of pupils in Y6, Y1, Reception or Nursery will not be able to 

return to school until guidance changes. 

 

School will continue to be open weekday for children of key workers and for children/ families who 

are vulnerable. 

We are waiting for further government guidance as to when further year groups will be invited to 

return to school.  

As we all know, this is still a very uncertain time for our whole country, our town and our school 

community and the bottom line is that the decision about whether your child should return 

is your individual choice. 
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Below is some important advice from Stockton Public Health to support families in this decision 

making process; 

Guidance for parents / children who are shielding or in clinically vulnerable groups  

Where there are no shielding or clinical vulnerability concerns for the child or their household, children in 

eligible year groups are able to attend school so that they can gain the educational and wellbeing benefits of 

attending.  

Clinically extremely vulnerable children (those who are ‘shielding’)  

Children and adults who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to a range of pre-existing 

medical conditions have been advised to shield and should continue to follow the relevant guidance 

Guidance for young people can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-

%20persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-

%20shielding-young-peoples-version 

Children in this category are not expected to be attending school and they should continue to be supported 

to learn at home.  

Living with someone who is shielded / clinically extremely vulnerable  

If a child/young person or staff member lives in a household with someone who is extremely clinically 

vulnerable, it is advised they only attend an education or childcare setting if stringent social distancing can be 

adhered to and, in the case of children, if they are able to understand and follow those instructions.  

This may not be possible for very young children and older children without the capacity to adhere to the 

instructions on social distancing. If stringent social distancing cannot be adhered to, these individuals are not 

expected to attend. They should be supported to learn or work at home.  

Clinically vulnerable children 

Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable) people are those considered to be at a higher 

risk of severe illness from coronavirus but have not been advised to shield. Few, if any children will fall into 

this category, but parents should follow medical advice if their child is in this category.  

If you are unsure of any matter relating to this guidance please contact the school and we will do 

our very best to support you and/or give you the contact details of someone within Public Health 

who can. 

Due to the delicate nature of this situation, we have been informed that in the immediate future, no 

fines will be issued for non-attendance and the school will not be measured on attendance figures. 

Therefore, parents who do not wish to send their child back to school, will not be penalised and 

home learning will continue to be planned for, and put on the website and/or delivered as now. 

 

The safety of our school community remains our utmost priority and we will all need to bear in 

mind that arrangements made to protect everyone, may cause some inconvenience. We thank you 

in advance for your support with these necessary arrangements. 

 

To support continued social distancing, we will be having staggered start and finish times for 

different groups of children as well as using specific doorways for entry/exit to the buildings. (More 

details of these will be sent early next week as well as information on pupil groupings) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-%20persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-%20shielding-young-peoples-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-%20persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-%20shielding-young-peoples-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-%20persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-%20shielding-young-peoples-version


 

 

 
 

 

Only one adult should bring your child to school and if you are able to leave siblings at home for the 

school run, please do so to minimise the number of people on site. 

Parents/carers/visitors will not be allowed to enter school buildings. The school office will be open 

however and contact with support staff can be made by ringing the bell on the outside of the white 

gates near the school admin block.  

 

Children will not be required to wear school uniform and should wear ‘school appropriate’ clean 

clothes every day to minimise the risk of infection. 

 

Children should not bring unnecessary items to school. We will provide them with their own 

complete set of stationery and equipment. School meals will be available as normal. 

 

Protective measures in school 

In line with government guidelines, our schools will implement a very carefully considered range of 

measures to prevent the spread of coronavirus. In broad terms these are 

 minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 

coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend 

school. 

 cleaning hands more often than usual - washing hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with 

running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser 

ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 

 ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and 

bleach 

 minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as 

classroom layout) and timetables (such as staggered break and lunch times) 

This does mean that newly returning pupils will notice that classrooms will look somewhat different 

and routines will seem strange to begin with. Internal doors and windows will remain open during 

the day to ensure good ventilation. Children will be asked to wash their hands frequently during the 

day, as well as on entry to the school. Disposable tissues will be available to all children and each 

classroom will have lidded bins to assist with safe removal. We will provide each pupil with their 

own stationery and equipment and classrooms will contain less furniture and equipment, Family 

groups will stay apart during the day and will eat meals in the classroom or outside, Outdoor 

learning will be encouraged for all year groups. 

Our cleaning regime for the school will be enhanced to ensure that surfaces that children touch such 

as toilets, will be regularly cleaned during the day, as well as full cleans at the end of the day. 

Unfortunately, there will be no Breakfast Club or After School Club until further notice. 

Apologies for sending out so much information in one letter. There are two reasons for this. Firstly, 

we want to ensure we are all well prepared for this next step of inviting more pupils back to school 

and secondly, communicating with all parents /carers of our pupils is not a straightforward matter. 

Therefore, we will be limited in the number of letters we are able to send out.  As already 

mentioned, we will be sending out further details for children returning to school over the next few 

weeks. You can also see these and further updates on our school website, which can be accessed on 

a smart phone, and on our school Facebook page. 

Please get in touch with school if you have any queries at this or any stage. 

Many thanks for your ongoing support for the work of our school. 



 

 

 
 

With very best wishes to you and all of your family, 

J.P.Repton 

Headteacher 

 


