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Autumn                      Throughout the year          Throughout the year 

Topic : All About Me  Topic: Celebrations (Customs & Routines) 

Possible themes: Birthdays, Bonfire Night, Christmas, 

Easter, Diwali, Chinese New Year, Australia Day, 

Ramadan/Eid, Independence Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s 

Day 

Topic: Our Year  

Development Matters Objective 

22-36 (People & Communities) Has a sense of own immediate family and relations.   

22-36 (People & Communities) Learns that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and distinguish them from. 

30-50 (People & Communities) To show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 

30-50 (People & Communities) Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.  

30-50 (People & Communities) Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends. 

30-50 (People & communities) Shows an interest in different occupations and ways of life.  

30-50 (People & Communities) To know some of the things that make them unique, and to talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family.  

30-50 (The World) To comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world, such as the place where they live or the natural world.  

30-50 (The World) To talk about some of the things they have observed, such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.  

30-50 (The World) To talk about why things happen and how things work. 

30-50 (The World) Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.   

22-36  (SSM) Understands some talk about immediate past and future, e.g. ‘before’, ‘later’ or ‘soon’ 

22-36 (SSM) Anticipates specific time-based events such as mealtimes or home time. 

 

Key Content  

 What do I look like? 

 What makes me special? 

 Who lives in my house? 

 How have I changed since I was a baby?  

 

(Books – Once There Were Giants, A Chair for Baby 

Bear, comparing photos baby, toddler, now, toys baby 

toys/toys I play with now, household objects baby 

items high chairs, cots/items I have now, photos of 

my parents as a baby.  Begin to look for any 

similarities/differences between the picture of 

themselves and their family member. Maybe the 

parent had the same colour hair/eyes as their child 

etc.) 

 

 

Key Content  

 Which festivals do we enjoy celebrating with 

our families at home? How do we celebrate? 

 Which festivals do other people celebrate 

around the world? How do other people 

celebrate? 

 Look at similarities and differences in the way 

different occasions are celebrated. 

 Explore artefacts associated with different 

celebrations.  Sorting artefacts. 

 When do people celebrate? Working time line 

display (Include seasons and/or months.  Include 

artwork/photographs as celebrations are 

covered) 

 

(Activities could include cooking special food, 

learning dances, artwork. Clothes, giving and 

Key Content 

 Sharing news from home (Remembering and 

talking about past events. 

 Our day in nursery (visual timetables) 

 Days of the week  

 Months of the year 

 Seasons of the year 

 Celebrating our Birthday(Similarities & 

differences between children’s ages) How have 

we changed? How old we be on our next 

birthday?) 

 Recounts of past events (What did we do last 

week/last term? Look at photographs of previous 

visits, activities in nursery) 



receiving cards and gifts.  Invite family members 

to help the children learn about the celebration 

where possible.) 

Skills  

Chronology 

 Begin to sequence events in their day. 

 Begin to use language associated with the 

passage of time. 

 Begin to know that the passage of time 

changes us all. 

 To know that we need to change what we 

do/wear in response to the passage of time. 

Begin to know that the passage of time 

changes the world around us. 

 Begin to sort old and new 

Knowledge & Understanding 

 Begin to know about their own unique past and 

the past of those in their family (Developing a 

sense of uniqueness and of belonging to a 

community) 

 Begin to look at similarities and differences in 

artefacts and ways of life from their own 

past. 

 

Historical Contexts (Interpretations of History) 

 To look at photographs and artefacts from 

their past.   

 To begin to talk about the past in their lives. 

 To listen to adults talk about the past. 

Historical Enquiry  

 To begin to look at and hold objects/artefacts 

carefully 

 To answer questions about artefact or story 

they have heard from the past.   
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 To begin to ask some of their own questions. 

Organisation & Communication 

 Communicate their knowledge through… 

     Talking, drawing & role play 
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Topic Specific Vocabulary 

me 

Family 

People 

When….was little 

 

 

Historical Vocabulary 

change 

old 

new 

time 

ago 

different 

same 

before  

after 

next 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

celebration 

celebrate 

remember 

year 

month 

people 

gifts 

cards 

activities 

order 

 

 

 

Historical Vocabulary 

 Change 

old 

new 

time 

ago 

different 

same 

before  

after 

next 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

News 

remember 

birthday 

celebrate 

day 

week 

order 

Historical Vocabulary 

Change 

time 

Different 

Same 

before  

after  

next 

yesterday 

tomorrow 

next year 

By the end of this topic children will be able to talk about 

who they are and what they look like.  They will be able to 

talk about how they have changed over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of this topic children will be able to talk about 

some events that take place at specific points of the year.  

They will know that celebrations are celebrate in 

different ways and by different people.    

By the end of this topic children will know that time 

passes in sequential order.  They will know that passage of 

time changes the world around us and also changes 

ourselves.   

 


