
Year Group: FS1 Science     

Autumn                                     Spring                              Summer  

Topic:        All About Me Topic:            Night & Day Topic:                Movement  Topic:            Animals 

 Plants (Growth in Spring) 

Topic:            Water 

DM Objective 

30-50 (The World) To comment and ask questions 

about aspects of their familiar world, such as the 

place where they live or the natural world. 

30-50 (The World) To talk about some of the things 

they have observed, such as plants, animals, natural 

and found objects. 

30-50 (The World) To talk about why things happen 

and how things work. 

30-50 (The World) To develop an understanding of 

growth, decay and changes over time.  

30-50 (The World) To show care and concern for 

living things and the environment. 

30-50 (Exploring and Using Media and Materials)  

To begin to be interested in and describe the texture 

of things. 
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Ongoing: DM Objective     30-50 (Health and Self-Care) To observe the effects of physical activity on their bodies            Key Content: Outdoor play activities & PE sessions 

 

Key Content  

 What do I look like? (My face, my body) 

 What makes me special? (How can I look 

after myself?  Healthy choices) 

 What is my house made from? (materials & 

textures) 

 How have I changed since I was a baby? 

(growth and change) 

  

Key Content  

 What happens when we are 

sleeping? (What is night and day?)  

 Exploring darkness (Explore 

darkness by looking inside a closed 

box/tent. They talk about the 

shapes they can see and how they 

can change the light inside the 

box/tent). 

 Night time animals 

 Me and my shadow (Exploring 

shadows) 

Key Content 

 How do I move? 

 Can I push it or can I pull it? 

 Do wheels make it easier to move?(How do 

different vehicles move?) 

 Fast and slow movements (What moves fast 

or slow? Including ‘Pull back toy car 

experiment’ and also ramps with different 

surfaces/textures) 

 Magnets (Exploring) 

 How do animals move? (Introducing 

different ways of animal movements) 

Key Content 

 Pets at home (Taking care of animals) 

 Jungle animals (Where do they live?  What 

is it like there? How do they move?) 

 Land animals/sea animals (naming, sorting, 

similarities and differences) 

 What animals might we see in the Nursery 

garden? (Observing and naming) 

 Planting seeds (Observing plant growth. 

Taking care of living things) 

  Polar/snowy animals – (Where do they live?   

What is it like there? How do they move?) - 

To be covered during Winter mini topic 

 

Key Content 

 What is water? Where can you 

find water? Why is water 

important? How does it feel? 

 Floating and Sinking 

 

 

 

 Freezing & Melting – (What 

happens when water gets very cold?  

What happens when is heats up?)- 

To be covered during Winter mini 

topic 

Skills 

 Observing closely 

 Making predictions (growth & change) 

 Comparing, sorting & grouping (living things)  

 Identifying and naming body some body parts 

 Naming and sorting materials 

 Use simple equipment (magnifying glasses) 

 Begin to answer & ask simple questions 

 Talk about what I have found out. 

 Begin to use some scientific language 

Skills 

 Observing closely 

 Making predictions (what will happen 

next?) 

 Comparing, sorting & grouping (light 

sources, nocturnal animals) 

 Perform simple tests 

 Use simple equipment (torches) 

 Begin to answer & ask simple 

questions 

 Talk about what I have found out. 

 Begin to use some scientific language 

Skills 

 Observing closely 

 Making predictions (what will happen next?) 

 Comparing, sorting & grouping (how does it 

move?) 

 Perform simple tests (Pull back toy car - how 

far did it travel?) 

 Use simple equipment (ramps, different 

surfaces) 

 Begin to answer & ask simple questions 

 Talk about what I have found out. 

Begin to use some scientific language 

Skills 

 Observing closely 

 Making predictions (what will happen next?) 

 Comparing, sorting & grouping (Different 

animals, similarities, differences) 

 Use simple equipment (planting) 

 Begin to answer & ask simple questions 

 Talk about what I have found out. 

Begin to use some scientific language 

Skills 

 Observing closely 

 Making predictions (what will happen 

next?) 

 Perform simple tests 

 Comparing, sorting & grouping (float 

and sink) 

 Use simple equipment  

 Begin to answer & ask simple 

questions 

 Talk about what I have found out. 

 Begin to use some scientific  

Language 

Topic Specific 

Vocabulary 

face parts 

body parts  

healthy 

unhealthy  

fruit  

vegetables  

Scientific Vocabulary 

different 

same 

grow 

change 

sort  

group 

Topic Specific 

Vocabulary 

Light 

Dark 

Night 

Day 

Moon 

sun 

Scientific 

Vocabulary 

change 

different 

same 

Sort 

group 

reflect 

Topic Specific 

Vocabulary 

walk 

run 

jump 

hop 

skip 

Scientific Vocabulary 

movement 

push 

pull 

textures (rough, smooth) 

energy 

Topic Specific 

Vocabulary 

 Animal (names) 

sunflower 

seed 

soil 

water 

sun 

Scientific Vocabulary 

same 

different 

sort 

plant  

root  

stem  

leaf  

Topic Specific 

Vocabulary 

water 

tap 

drink 

sea 

river 

swimming pool 

Scientific 

Vocabulary 

change 

different 

float 

sink 

frozen 

melt 



baby, child, adult, old, 

born 

materials (brick, wood, 

metal, glass) 

textures (rough, smooth, 

hard, soft) 

 

  

 bright 

brightest 

shadow 

  

vehicle (car, bus, 

aeroplane…) 

fast  

slow 

 

 

 

grow 

 

 

bath 

hot 

cold 

 

 

ice 

 

By the end of this topic children will be able to name 

some parts of their body.  The will know how to make 

some healthy choices.  They will know how we grow 

and change. They will begin name and describe some 

materials.   

By the end of this topic children will be able 

to talk about what it is like in the daytime 

and at night. They will be able to talk about 

some things that give us light.  They will be 

able to talk about animals that come out at 

night and begin to recognise a shadow.   

By the end of this topic children will know what a push 

and pull is.  They will talk about what happens when 

they push or pull things.  They will be able to talk 

about objects that can be pushed and pulled.  They 

will be able to say how different vehicles move. 

By the end of this topic children will be know what an 

animal is and that there are many different animals.  

They will be able to talk about animals and plants and 

recognise that we need to look after living things.  

They will begin to talk about how plants grow.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of this topic children will be able 

to say what water is and where you might 

find it.  They will know that ice is frozen 

water and that ice can melt.  They will know 

that some things sink and some things float.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                       Together Promoting Success 


