
Year Group:  Year 2    

Autumn                                  Spring                  Summer 

Topic :                                     Great Fire of London Topic :                                     Neil Armstrong and the Moon Landing Topic :                                      Captain Cook 

NC Objective 

Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

NC Objective 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 

national and international achievements. . Some should be used to 

compare aspects of life in different periods 

NC Objective 

Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 

Key Content  

 London past and present.  

 Life in the 17th Century. 

 The Events of the Great Fire. 

 How do we know about the Great Fire?  

 What happened after the Great Fire? 

 What have we learned from the Great Fire? 

Key Content 

 How exploration of the world changed after Captain Cook and 

what was left to explore by people like Armstrong? 

 Why is Armstrong remembered? 

 What was life like in the 1960’s?  

 What was the Apollo 11 mission and the Moon landing? 

 Everyday items developed thanks to space exploration,  
 

Key Content 

 Who was Captain Cook? 

 Where did his voyages take him? 

 How were lands discovered by European voyagers? 

 What did Captain Cook discover?  
 

Skills  

Sequence events 

Find out about people and events in other times    

Collections of artefacts – confidently describe similarities and 

differences 

Develop empathy and understanding (hot seating, sp. and listening)   

Compare pictures or photographs of people or events in the past 

Able to identify different ways to represent the past (pictures, eye-

witness accounts or objects to find information about the past). 

Use a source – why, what, who, how, where to ask questions and find 

answers  

Use of time lines (days)  

Write simple stories and recounts about the past. 

Draw labelled diagrams and write about them to tell others about 

people, objects and events from the past. 
 

Skills  

Sequence events 

Find out about people and events in other times    

Able to identify different ways to represent the past (pictures, eye-

witness accounts or objects to find information about the past). 

Use a source – why, what, who, how, where to ask questions and find 

answers  

Use of time lines (Years – his life) 

Discuss the effectiveness of sources 

Write simple stories and recounts about the past. 

Draw labelled diagrams and write about them to tell others about 

people, objects and events from the past. 
 

Skills  

Sequence events 

Find out about people and events in other times    
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answers  

Use of time lines (Years - events) 

Write simple stories and recounts about the past. 
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people, objects and events from the past. 
 

 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

 

Diary 

River Thames 

City 

Pudding Lane 

Baker/bakery  

Samuel Pepys  
 

Historical Vocabulary 

 

Before I was born  

Before/after 

Past/present  

Sequence  

Chronological order 

Earlier/later 

Historical event 

Britain 

Briton 

Parliament* 

Source  

Research 

Locality 

Eye witness account  

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

 

Exploration 

Russia 

Astronaut 

NASA 
 

Historical Vocabulary 

 

Before I was born 

 Before/after 

Past/present  

Sequence 

Chronological order 

Earlier/later 

Historical event 

When grandparents were young  

Older person 

Source  

Research 

Eye witness account  
 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

 

Discovery 

Map 

Globe 

Museum 

Continent  

Explorer  

European voyagers  
 

Historical Vocabulary 
 

Before I was born  

Before/after 

Past/present  

Sequence 

Chronological order 

Earlier/later 

Local area 

Historical event 

Britain 

Briton 

Source  

Research 

Locality 
 

https://www.clipart.email/clipart/history-clipart-images-49038.html


By the end of this topic children will be able to  
Describe differences and similarities between the past and present. 
Talk about life in the 17th century. 
Order and talk about the events of the great fire of London. 
Use different sources of evidence that give us facts about the great fire. 
Know how the great fire influenced life and changes after. 

By the end of this topic children will be able to  
Understand and order how exploration has changed over time. 
Talk about Armstrong and know why he is a significant person. 
Talk about the moon landing and why it is a significant event. 
Talk about life in the 1960’s. 
Know how the moon landings influenced life and changes after. 

By the end of this topic children will be able to  
Talk about Captain Cook and know why he is a significant person. 
Use maps and atlases to talk about and show Captain Cooks voyages. 
Understand and order how exploration has changed over time. 
Talk about what Captain Cook discovered and how this impacts life today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                       Together Promoting Success 


