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Rationale 
 
At Tilery Primary School art, craft and design has a significant and valuable role to play in the 
overall ethos of our school. 
 
Art is an ongoing process through which all children are given opportunities to develop specific 
skills, knowledge and understanding to enable them to work in variety of media, style and form. It 
enables children of all abilities to use their creative imagination to achieve their potential with 
guidance and given criteria.  Children work individually and within a group to develop the social 
and personal skills. Art is not always taught in isolation, although it retains its creative base and its 
skills and techniques. Wherever appropriate it is linked to other areas of the curriculum and gives 
children the opportunities to develop specific art skills and reinforces skills already established. 

 
 
Aims and Objectives 
Art and Design offers opportunities to: 

 Stimulate children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory 
experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world. 

 Develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use 
materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings. 

 Explore with children ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers 
and help them learn about their different roles and about the function of art, craft and design 
in their own lives and in different times and cultures. 

 Help children to learn how to make thoughtful judgements and aesthetic and practical 
decisions and become actively involved in shaping environments.  

 Help children to evaluate and analyse their work and others, using language specific to the 
subject and technique.  
 

At Tilery Primary School we: 

 Provide the children with the opportunity to gather appropriate resources and materials and 
use them as a basis for their work. 

 Ensure that as part of the learning process children should be encouraged to review and 
modify their work, drawing upon their past experiences and acquired skills. 

 Ensure continuity and progression through the Early Years foundation stage and key stage 
1 and 2 by careful planning and assessment as a whole school. 

 Provide a stimulating and aesthetically pleasing environment with a whole school approach 
in the creative use of display areas around the school. 

 
 
     
 

Organisation of Teaching and Learning  
 
Early Years Foundation stage 
 
Before embarking on KS1 work our children will have had a variety of opportunities to find out and 
learn about the world they live in through carefully constructed learning areas and activities within 
class. Their experiences will include: 

 Exploring colour, texture, shape, form and space in natural and man-made objects within 
their own environment. 

 Being stimulated to think about and respond to what they see, touch and feel in different 
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ways. 

 Using a range of materials and suitable tools for designing and making. 
 
 

Key Stage 1 
During KS1 pupils develop their creativity and imagination by exploring the visual, tactile and 
sensory quality of materials and processes. They learn about the role of art, craft and design in 
their environment. They begin to understand colour, shape, space, pattern and texture and use 
them to represent their own ideas, experiences and imagination. Children in KS1 should use a 
variety of media to develop their techniques in colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, space and 
form. They learn about a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences 
and similarities between and making links to their own work 
 
Key Stage 2 
 
During KS2 pupils develop their creativity and imagination through more complex activities. These 
help to build on their previous skills and improve their control of materials, tools and techniques. 
Pupils should create sketch books to record their observations and practice their techniques, they 
should also use these to review and revisit their work. They increase their critical awareness of the 
roles and purposes of art, craft and design in different times and cultures. They become more 
confident in using visual and tactile elements and materials and processes to communicate what 
they see, feel and think. They improve their art and design techniques including; drawing, painting 
and sculpture and are encouraged to become more independent in choosing their own mediums 
and in displaying their own work. Pupils in KS2 should develop their knowledge of great artists, 
designers and architects both current and those in history.  
 
 
Schemes of Work 
During Foundation Stage the children follow guidelines for art laid down in the EYFS framework 
and Development Matters. 
 
All staff in KS1 and KS2 are following the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for Art  
 and are integrating it into a cross-curricular topic where appropriate.  
 
 
 
Differentiation 
 
Teaching in art should address the fact that all children will develop their ability to make images 
and to learn and apply skills at different rates.  Differentiation is therefore a key issue and will be 
open ended and planned differentiation will be by the outcome and by tasks set according to 
ability.  Individual children will be supported by relevant questions from the teacher.  These 
interventions from the teacher to individuals will increase their thinking, extend the range of 
options that may be considered and raise individual standards.  There will also be times when the 
individual needs are met through differentiated tasks.  Both approaches need to be used to ensure 
that all children, including the least and most able, can be working to their full potential in all art 
lessons. 
 

 
 

Organisation of Resources 
 
Basic materials and resources for Art and Design are located within Early Explorers, the 
Discoverers Building stockroom and in the Adventurers building corridor and Mrs Rodgers’ 
classroom and quiet room, where more specialist art resources are stored. The Art Co-ordinator 



3 

 

 

will be responsible for monitoring the availability of resources and will submit requests based on 
feedback from staff for new stock. 

 
Assessment 
 
Originality and creativity are difficult to define and can be interpreted in many different ways. It is 
important to assess children’s art and design work to show: 

 How successful the teaching and planning programme has been. 

 How well children are developing. 

 What is needed in future planning. 
 

It is important that we assess children’s work by comparing it to that of other children the same 
age. Discussion with the children will reveal how and why the work has been brought about and 
the extent of his/her understanding. 
 
Our children are encouraged to be both critical and appreciative of art and design work and are 
encouraged to share their views and opinions. 
 
Criteria for assessment of children’s work include: 

 Use of colour 

 How sensitively and with what variety the medium has been used 

 How texture is represented 

 How space and form are used 

 Position of work on paper 

 Use of light 

 Use of tone 

 Observational skills 

 Capability with tools 

 Appropriateness of medium 

 Use of imagination 

 Inventiveness and ideas 

 Ability to review and appraise work 

 Amount of pleasure gained from work 

 Enthusiasm 

 Interest and motivation 

 Contribution to discussions 

 Ability to produce 2D and 3D work 

 Understanding and appreciation of art 

 Use of art vocabulary 

 Developing self-critical skills 

 Originality 

 The ability to make connections between their own work and that of other artists 
 

Assessment and recording includes: 

 An individual sketchbook showing progression made over the course of the year which is 
passed on to the next teacher. 

 SIMS Assessment Manager Programs of Study tracking system 

 Photographs of art lessons in progress, completed work and classroom displays are 
collected by the Art Co-ordinator to show the range of techniques used and to monitor 
progression throughout the school. 
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Display 
 
We believe that it is important that children coming into school should be greeted by a rich, lively 
and stimulating environment which changes regularly to maintain interest. 
Display can inform, enhance, excite, stimulate, reflect and question. Display can acknowledge 
achievement, identify needs, reward effort, invite participation and assist evaluation. When 
displaying children’s art work at Tilery Primary School we bear all these in mind. 
 

 
Reporting 
As part of a cycle of events, Tilery Primary school holds an Art Evening when artwork from across 
the school is displayed in the style of an art gallery for parents, school governors and members of 
the community to enjoy. This has proved a successful way of showing the high standard of art 
work produced in art lessons throughout the school. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: S Rodgers       Curriculum Co-ordinator / Leader     

 
Date: ……………………… 
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