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Rationale 
 
Geography is a valued part of the National Curriculum. It provides a means of exploring, 
appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography 
explores the relationship between the Earth and its people. Geography stimulates curiosity and 
imagination and we aim to build upon the child’s ‘personal geography’ by developing geographical 
skills, understanding and knowledge through studying places and themes. Geography encourages 
children to learn through experience particularly through fieldwork and practical activities 
 
‘A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the 
world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.’  
DfE 2013 
 

Aims  
 

Good Geography teaching aims to : 

 inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain 
with them for the rest of their lives; 

 equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and 
human processes; 

 develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the 
interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 
landscapes and environments; 

 acquire Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills; 

 enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 
interconnected and change over time. 

 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The Governing Body 
The Governing Body has the overall responsibility of ensuring the National Curriculum is taught 
and that the needs of all pupils, as reflected in the school’s policies and practices are met. It is the 
Governing Body’s responsibility to ensure the subject leader operates effectively, that policies and 
practices are communicated and implemented throughout the school, assessment procedures and 
systems for monitoring and recording progress contribute to the school assessment, recording and 
reporting arrangements. 

Headteacher 

The Headteacher has overall responsibility for the leadership and management of the school. As 
the leading professional, the Headteacher should ensure the school is well managed and 
organised, providing leadership and direction. In order to support teachers and other staff they 
should ensure there are appropriate policies and procedures in place, resources and 
accommodation are used effectively and efficiently and good relationships are fostered within the 
whole school community. 
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Role of the Subject Leader                                                                                                            

The role of the geography subject leader is to; 

 take the lead in policy development and the production or  of schemes of work designed to 
ensure progression and continuity in geography throughout the school; 

 support colleagues in this development of planning, their implementation of the scheme of 
work and in assessment and record keeping activities; 

 monitor progress in geography and advise the head teacher on action needed; 

 conduct work sampling regularly focussing on different aspects of teaching and learning; 

 keep up to date with developments in geography education and disseminate information to 
colleagues as appropriate. 

 

Role of the Class Teacher                                                                                                                  

Class teachers will be expected to accept responsibility for an area of the curriculum as part of 

their professional duties. These include: 

 Planning and preparation      

 Meeting the needs of all pupils                                                                

 Setting and marking of work                                                              

Assessing, recording and reporting on the development, progress and attainment of pupils. 
 

Organisation of Teaching and Learning  
   

Children will be taught a range of knowledge and skills in both Key stage 1 and Key stage 2.  
Both key stages will focus on locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical 
geography and geographical skills and fieldwork. 
 
 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons. We encourage children 
to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of 
data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photos, and we enable them to use IT in 
geography lessons where it serves to enhance their learning. They engage in a wide variety of 
problem solving activities. Whenever possible, we involve the children in 'real' geographical 
activities e.g. research of a local environmental problem via fieldwork or use of the Internet to 
investigate a local issue. 
 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
Geography forms part of one of the six areas of learning in the Foundation Stage “Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World”. Early learning goals give guidelines for the expectation required by 
the end of this stage for each child. Children in Foundation 1 and Foundation 2 classes are able to 
access a variety of play-based and adult-led activities that develop their Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World, working towards the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals 
(ELGs). It is encouraged that these learning experiences are based on the children’s personal 
interests, but it is recognised that this is not always possible and so the children are directed to a 
variety of activities, such as creating maps from jigsaws. 
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Key Stage 1 
 
 
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They 
should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography 
and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational 
awareness. 
 
 
Pupils should be taught: 
 
Locational knowledge 

 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

 name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

 
 
 
Place knowledge 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country 

 
 
 
Human and physical geography 

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 
 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 

port, harbour and shop 
 
 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 
language to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human 
and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 
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Key Stage 2 
 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the 
United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and 
characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. 
They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance 
their locational and place knowledge. 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 
 
 
Locational knowledge 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

 
 
 
Place knowledge 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and 
a region within North or South America 

 
 
Human and physical geography 

 describe and understand key aspects of: 
 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 

 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 
features studied 

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 
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e-Learning 
New technologies can enable children to enhance their geographical skills in data handling and in 
presenting written work.  E-Learning technology should be used when appropriate and matched to 
both the level and ability of the children. It should not detract from the geographical content of a 
lesson. Opportunities for using e-learning tools are identified in the Stockton ICT Scheme of Work. 
Digital and video cameras enable the children to record and present their work in a variety of 
multimedia, including slideshows, animations and movies. The Internet can be used to research 
information, including text, photos and video. It can also enhance learning by the use of 
applications, such as Google Street View. E-mail and video conferencing can also be used to 
communicate with pupils and experts from other localities. However this must only be done in 
accordance with the school’s e-Safety Policy.  
 
 

Inclusion 
Tilery Primary School is committed to inclusion. Our ethos encourages a strong sense of 
community and belonging and our curriculum is designed to provide opportunities for all our pupils. 
We believe that everyone should be equally valued in school. We strive to eliminate prejudice and 
discrimination and to develop a learning environment where all children can flourish and achieve. 
We aim to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils based on their cultural, physical 
and learning needs. Whenever possible curriculum resources should be multicultural and non-
sexist, containing positive images of all groups including those with disabilities. Please see the 
Whole School Policy for inclusion, pages 2 – 4 for further guidance regarding inclusive classroom 
practice. 
 

Organisation of Resources 
The resources for geography are mainly located in the Resources Room, which is situated in the 
main hall in the North Building. They are placed in boxes and crates which are labelled according 
to topic. There is also a comprehensive selection of teacher reference books. Larger maps are 
rolled up and placed nearby. Resources include maps, photographs, videos and photocopiable 
materials.  
 
 

Monitoring and Assessment 
 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Teachers will use their 
professional judgement to determine the most effective methods of gathering evidence of pupils’ 
progress, which will form the basis of an annual written report to parents. Gathering evidence of 
pupils’ attainment allows teachers to identify what has been learnt and identify ways of overcoming 
difficulties and establish a basis for further planning. 
Formative assessment can be made from a range of sources:  

 Written work 

 Spoken activities 

 Maps, plans and sketches 

 Group activities 

 Fieldwork 

 Audio and video recording 

 ICT materials e.g. emails, desk top publishing 

 Models 

 Photographs 

 Comments from other people e.g. helpers on fieldwork 
 
There is no statutory teacher assessment in KS1 and KS2 for Geography. 
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Health and Safety 
Teachers are responsible for the health and safety of the children in their class. Classroom 
activities should be as safe as possible and children should be taught to use tools and equipment 
properly. The school’s safeguarding procedures should be followed when visitors work with 
children in school.  
 
 

Visits 
Curriculum visits should be planned well in advance, with careful consideration given to the aims 
and objectives of the trip and the nature of the activities to be experienced. All visits must be 
authorised by the Head Teacher. Whenever possible a prior visit should be made by the person 
organising the trip in order to assess its suitability and to help carry out a risk assessment. A risk 
assessment must be completed and given to the Head Teacher before every visit. The annual 
consent form must have been completed and returned for all children going on the visit and 
parents should be sent details of the trip, including time, place, clothing, lunch arrangements, 
planned activities and any special arrangements. Please see the School Visits Policy for more 
comprehensive information. 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………….  Curriculum Co-ordinator / Leader     
 
Date: ……………………… 
 
Signed ………………………………….  Chair of Governors 
 
Date: ……………………… 
 


