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This document aims to show the school’s reading ethos and how it is practised through discretely 
taught teaching of reading sessions as well as other areas across the school and curriculum. It will 
set out a series of expectations for teachers, providing clarity for all members of staff to ensure 
that all our pupils are provided with a rich and varied learning experience that aims to develop the 
children as lifelong readers. Through the curriculum and our practice we strive to develop a culture 
of reading through: consistently using high quality texts, that demonstrate aspirational language 
and grammatical structure; a variety of texts that inspire and enthuse children; texts with themes 
that help our children to develop and promote the school’s values as well as ensuring their 
personal, social, spiritual and emotional needs are met and where children are able to progress 
and reach their full potential. 
 

 

What is Reading at Tilery Primary School? 
 
As a school, we believe that creating a culture of reading for pleasure is a vital tool in ensuring our 
children are given the best life chances. Cultivating readers with a passion for a wide range of 
materials will ensure that children’s love of reading will extend far beyond the classroom and allow 
them to build on their skills independently through a real curiosity and thirst for knowledge. 
 

 

Rationale  
 
Reading is a vital skill that will support children’s learning across the whole curriculum. As a 
school, we will ensure that our children are taught to read with fluency, accuracy and 
understanding through a variety of discrete and cross-curricular learning opportunities.  
Above all, we want children in our school to become enthusiastic, independent and reflective 
readers. Essentially, we want children to enjoy reading.  
In order for our children to fulfil their potential in reading we need as much parental support as 
possible and our aim, with this policy, is to demonstrate how school and home can work together.  
 
 

Our Teaching Philosophy:  
 
The development of reading cannot be seen in isolation from writing, speaking and 
listening/drama. The best readers are the best writers - we read as writers and write as readers! 
Strategies for writing, speaking and listening/drama therefore form an integral part of this reading 
policy.  
In our school, we will strive to give pupils a stimulating environment, where reading materials are 
presented in an attractive and inviting way. Furthermore, within English lessons we create an 
environment that stimulates the generation of ideas from texts where all ideas are accepted and 
valued.  
Teachers and Teaching Assistants will act as role models in their enthusiasm for both reading and 

writing by keeping up to date with current children’s literature. 

 

 

 

 

 



Aims  
 
‘We shouldn’t teach great books we should teach a great love of reading’ B.F. Skinner (Renowned 
behaviourist and author)  
 
 
Our aims for reading are to:  
 
• Instil children with a love of reading that lasts for their life time, share with them an enthusiasm 
for children’s literature and help children to recognise the value of reading as a life skill.  
• Encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers by introducing them to good 
quality books, from a variety of cultures and in a range of different styles and formats. 
• Develop our children’s understanding of a variety of text types including non-fiction, fiction, poetry 
and drama.  
• Develop children’s confidence, fluency, and independence when reading for different purposes.  
• Develop children’s abilities to reflect on and have an interest in what they have read and the 
language and punctuation choices made by the author.  
• Use drama and role-play, where appropriate, to immerse children in the text.  
• Ensure our children have sound phonic awareness and use a phonics first approach to reading.  
• Use ICT systems to access, read, locate and bring texts to life. 
 
 

Teaching Approaches and Strategies:  
 
Reading is taught throughout the whole school discretely as part of English and as an integral part 
of the school day.  
 
Our approaches and strategies are summarised below: 
 
During English, guided reading/comprehension and other areas of the curriculum, children will 
have the opportunity to experience a wide range of good quality texts (both fiction and non-fiction) 
and are encouraged to respond and reflect on these. Through the use of shared and guided 
reading children will experience good models of reading and reading discussion, using a variety of 
quality texts written for a range of purposes. 
 

Guided Reading  
Every pupil will take part in Guided Reading sessions with his or her teachers, on a weekly basis. 
Texts chosen should aim to challenge the children to develop high-order comprehension skills, 
generate child-led discussion and lead to independent written activities that allow children to 
reflect on the text. Teachers will record and use evidence from these sessions to inform SPRINT 
judgements / National Curriculum Expectations. Whole class reading also takes place using both 
physical books and e-books. Children take part in reading and questioning in the same way as a 
guided reading session. 
Story time is imperative in every day practice, staff share a class story, short story or poem every 
day with the class.  
 
Independent Reading:  
Pupils will be given opportunities for independent reading of their reading scheme/class library 
books during the school week. All children will have a reading book, chosen by them, with the 
support of an adult, at an appropriate level.  
In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 these books should be phonically decodable and closely 
match the child’s phonics knowledge  
These books should be 90% readable by the child and the class teachers and teaching assistants 
will monitor this regularly. If children want to read a book that is currently beyond their ability level, 
we will encourage parents to share the book at home with them.  



Children will be given the opportunity to change their class library or reading scheme books as 
often as needed. All reading to an adult should be recorded in the children’s Reading Record. 
 
 

Banded books:  
 
We have a colour banded book scheme made up of books from Oxford Reading Tree, Phonics 
Books (Dandelion Readers, Moon Dog, Talisman and Amber Guardians) and other high quality 
texts. . If teachers believe that children are independent enough in their book selection then after 
they have moved on from the Lime level, they can choose books from the class library instead of 
from the bands. This is to encourage those children who are confident readers to move onto ‘real 
books’ (as opposed to books from the colour banded scheme).  
The scheme will be used to support children’s reading development. Children who are not ready to 
advance to the next band will be encouraged to read more broadly at their appropriate level. We 
will support and encourage children through these bands but we will not rush or push children 
through them when their decoding and/or their comprehension skills are not sufficiently developed. 
 

Reading Aloud:  
 
Children in Key Stage 1 and, where appropriate Key Stage 2 read aloud with staff and other adults 
at school. When this is 1:1, it is recorded in children’s Reading Record.  
Reading regularly at home with parents or carers makes a huge difference to children’s reading 
ability and helps to develop an enthusiasm for reading and life-long love of books. Research 
shows that it is the single most important thing parents can do to help their child's education. 
Reading aloud improves children’s reading ability and their vocabulary; this in turn will feed into 
the quality of their writing. 
 

Discussing what is being read also develops comprehension skills.  
At Tilery Primary School, we expect every child to have a parent/adult listen to them read for 10 
minutes every night (to include reading and discussion of the book). Parents/carers are asked to 
sign the Reading Record daily. 
Children, who wish, can fill in a Book Review on pro-formas provided by school to record their 
thoughts and feelings about what they’ve read. 
Reading at home is rewarded with House Points.  
 

 
Comprehension 
Discrete Reading Comprehension lessons are taught weekly, where the skills needed to 
understand what the text means and convey this in written form are learned and practiced. We use 
VIPERS (Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, Explain, Retrieve, Sequence/Summarise) to teach each skill 
discretely alongside combined skills. Literacy Shed Plus provides VIPERS resources for lots of the 
books on our Reading Spine as well as many others. These skills are taught using a number of 
resources including and Comprehension Box and Literacy Box. The consolidation and practice of 
these skills are also important and take place in lessons weekly.  
 
 
 

Class Libraries 
Class libraries are a staple in every classroom at Tilery Primary School. Teachers are expected to 
organise their libraries at the beginning of the year and maintain them, with the help of the 
children.  
A range of age related texts are expected to be available, with options that will challenge and 
those that are accessible for the lower ability reader.  
Teachers are expected to know their libraries and use this knowledge to support the reading 
choices of those in their class.  
 



 

Interventions  
Children who need additional support are identified after the collection of data. These children 
receive additional support in the form of interventions. These interventions are bespoke and 
precise in order to meet the needs of individuals or small groups.  Interventions can run for short 
periods or termly to ensure that all groups of children make at least good progress.  
Once PIRA assessments have taken place, Shine by Rising Stars, is available for staff to use, 
which gives staff specific interventions based on the results of the assessment.  
 
 
 

Reading Group 
A group of interested school staff meet half termly to discuss reading across the school. During 
these meetings ideas and activities to promote the enjoyment of reading across school are 
planned and discussed.  
 
Assessment  
Teachers continually assess children’s reading. Individual reading to a member of staff will be 
used to analyse children’s strengths and weaknesses and to plan future work and targets 
accordingly. Group and Guided reading tasks also provide assessment opportunities. Children’s 
attainment and progress is regularly monitored and reviewed through SPRINT and teacher and 
support staff records. Children are also assessed through the use of more formal tests. We use 
the Salford Reading Test and PIRA Tests termly to measure a child’s reading age and 
standardised score. 
 
 

 
Leadership and Monitoring 

 English Strategic Planning Group Meetings take place no less than once per month to 
challenge and support staff in order to drive standards forward.  

 Monitoring of the teaching and learning of reading takes place through various means: 
o observations of guided reading and phonics teaching;  
o monitoring of planning and record keeping; 
o validation of reading data and scrutiny of Reading Journals; 
o one to one reading where the English Leader or other Senior Leader listens to a 

child read to establish the accuracy of the reading level awarded and the suitability of 
the reading material. o 

o Learning walks to establish whether reading has been given a high profile within 
each classroom (displays, book corners); 

 Evidence gathered is used to form an action plan for reading, including training 
requirements, support needs and resourcing. 

 
 
 

The school maintains good relationships with the local library and mobile library and throughout 
the year, classes visit the library or take part in virtual story sessions and library skills work.  
The school also maintains good links with Drake The Bookshop, who support us in a variety of 
ways including visits for children, visits or virtual sessions by authors and donations of books.  
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