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21 January 2022

DRNG ALERT: ROBLOX - Harmful sexual content alert
App Name: Roblox
Risks: Sexualised content
Dear Parents and carers,

There have been recent reports about harmful sexualised content on gaming
platform Roblox. The latest reports outlined worrying accounts of younger children being
sent ‘friend requests’ from strangers, virtual online dating (OD’ing) and exposure to
sexualised content, with in-game characters imitating sexual acts.
A further report from INEQE group also found avatars have been observed simulating sexual acts,
using the power of suggestion and in-game chat functions. For example, characters using different
moves, such as giving CPR. While this may seem innocent, when this action is paired with risqué
outfits and words from chat, it can be used to simulate sex acts.
Roblox has a PEGI rating of 7 in the UK. The Roblox app has a rating of ‘Everyone 10+’ on Google
Play Store and 12+ on the Apple App Store. The platform’s Terms of Use say that users under the
age of 18 require parental consent to use the services.

This is not the first time Roblox has caused issues, can we make the request that
professional and parents are aware of this developing risk in the application and ask that you
circulate the attached parental guide from National Online Safety.
This is not a request for prohibition or to start banning children from these platforms, a
resilience approach has been shown to have more impact. We therefore want to raise
awareness and request that parents use the attached guide to start conversations; and
ensure children and young people know where to go, what to do and who to speak to if
something goes wrong using the application.
I have also attached the Childnet/UK Internet Safety Centre digital family agreement that
parents may find useful to set some rules and boundaries with their children.
A range of resources can be found at;
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
and at
www.parents.parentzone.org.uk
Childline - 0800 11111 24/7 advice available for children and parents via their phone in
system and website www.childline.org.uk
CEOP - Report online sexual abuse or the way someone has been communicating online
website www.ceop.police.uk

Middlesbrough Digital Resilience Networking Group

