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Rationale 
 
‘A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the 
world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.’  
DfE 2013 
 
In order to foster children’s curiosity about the world, interest and creativity, we are enthusiastic 
about Geography and encourage children to explore and ask questions.  Our Geography 
curriculum has been designed to cover all of the skills, knowledge and understanding as set out in 
the National Curriculum.   
The National Curriculum states that ‘as pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world 
should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human 
processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.’  To ensure that pupils 
develop a secure knowledge that they can build on, our Geography curriculum is designed to 
competently cover the four main strands: Locational Knowledge; Place knowledge; Human and 
Physical Geography; Geographical Skills and Fieldwork.   
When covering each of these strands, the content is carefully sequenced to build on knowledge 
and skills covered explicitly by each year group.  
 

 
Aims  
 

Good Geography teaching aims to: 

 inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain 
with them for the rest of their lives; 

 equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and 
human processes; 

 develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the 
interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 
landscapes and environments; 

 acquire Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills; 

 enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 
interconnected and change over time. 

 
 
Organisation of Teaching and Learning  

   
Children will be taught a range of knowledge and skills in both Key stage 1 and Key stage 2.  
Both key stages will focus on locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical 
geography and geographical skills and fieldwork. 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
During the Foundation Stage geography is taught as an integral part of the topic work covered 
during the year. As the Foundation Stage is part of the Early Years Curriculum, we relate the 
Geography side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) 
that underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a 
significant contribution to the ELG objectives for People, Culture and Communities. The children 
are able to access a variety of play-based and adult-led activities. It is encouraged that these 
learning experiences are based on the children’s personal interests, but it is recognised that this is 
not always possible and so the children are directed to a variety of activities, such as creating 
maps from jigsaws. 
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Key Stage 1 
 
During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United 
Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. 
They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and 
outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and 
environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs.  
  
 
Key Stage 2 
 
During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United 
Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out 
how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical 
enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use 
geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children 
will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and 
recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical 
skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and 
maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including 
aerial photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the 
school curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will 
ensure that links between subjects are maximised, including history, science and computing. 
 

 
  
 

Monitoring and Assessment 
 
Geography assessment is ongoing throughout the relevant cross-curricular themes, to inform 
teachers with their planning, lesson activities and differentiation.  By the end of each key stage, 
pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the content, skills and processes specified in 
the relevant programme of study. Teachers will use their professional judgement to determine the 
most effective methods of gathering evidence of pupils’ progress.  
 
Pupil voice is used to enable the geography lead to assess the impact of the Geography 
curriculum: whether pupils enjoy and are motivated by the subject, and whether they are confident 
and able to talk about what they have learnt in Geography, including the recollection of key facts. 
 

 
Health and Safety 
Teachers are responsible for the health and safety of the children in their class. Classroom 
activities should be as safe as possible and children should be taught to use tools and equipment 
properly. The school’s safeguarding procedures should be followed when visitors work with 
children in school.  
 

Visits 
Curriculum visits should be planned well in advance, with careful consideration given to the aims 
and objectives of the trip and the nature of the activities to be experienced. All visits must be 
authorised by the Head Teacher.  
Whenever possible a prior visit should be made by the person organising the trip in order to 
assess its suitability and to help carry out a risk assessment. Please see the Policy for Children’s 
Offsite Activities for detailed information. 



Progression in Geography Skills 
 

 
 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 

Locational 
Knowledge  

 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 

 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans 

 
Locate and name the 
continents on a World 
Map.   
  
Locate the main countries 
of Europe and identify 
the capital cities of 
Europe.  
  
Locate and name the 
countries making up the 
British Isles, with their 
capital cities 
  
Identify longest rivers in 
Europe, highest 
mountains etc . and 
compare with UK.  
  
 

 
Locate and name the 
main counties and cities 
in each country in the UK  
 
Identify the position and 
significance of 
latitude/longitude and 
the Greenwich Meridian. 
Linking with science, time 
zones, night and day 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, 
N. and S. Hemisphere, 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn. 

 
Locate the main countries 
in Europe and North or 
South America. Locate 
and name principal cities.  
  
Compare 2 different 
regions in UK rural/urban.  
  
Locate and name the 
main counties and cities 
in England.  
  
Linking with History, 
compare land use maps 
of UK from past with the 
present, focusing on land 
use.  
  
On a world map, locate 
areas of similar 
environmental regions, 
either desert, rainforest 
or temperate regions.  

 
On a world map locate 
the main countries in 
Africa, Asia and 
Australasia/Oceania. 
Identify their main 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, and major 
cities.  
  
Linking with local History, 
map how land use has 
changed in local area over 
time.  
  
Name and locate the key 
topographical features 
including coast, features 
of erosion, hills, 
mountains and rivers. 
Understand how these 
features have changed 
over time. 

Place 
Knowledge  

 
Name, describe and 
compare familiar places 
 
Link their homes with 
other places in the local 
community  

 
Understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human and 
physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-
European country 
concentrating on islands 
and sea sides 
(Australia – link to Captain 
Cook ) 

 
Compare a region of the 
UK with a region in 
Europe, e.g. local hilly 
area with a flat one or 
under sea level 

 
Understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, and a region in 
a European country 
(Italy – Linked to Romans) 

 
Compare a region in UK 
with a region in N. or S. 
America with significant 
differences and 
similarities 

 
Compare a region in UK 
with a region in N. or S. 
America with significant 
differences and 
similarities.  
( Mexico) 



1 

 

 

Human & 
Physical 
Geography 

 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom 
  
 Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the 
Equator and the North 
and South Poles   
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:  
Physical features 
including forest, hill, 
mountain, soil, valley, 
vegetation;  
 
Human features, 
including city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office 
 

 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:   
beach, cliff, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather  city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 

 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography including 
Rivers and the Water 
cycle 

 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of: Physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts  

 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of : Physical 
geography including 
coasts, rivers and the 
water cycle including 
transpiration; climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts. 
(link to work on 
Rainforest) 

 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of : Physical 
geography including 
Volcanoes and 
earthquakes, looking at 
plate tectonics and the 
ring of fire 
 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of: Human 
geography including types 
of settlement and land 
use , economic activity 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including food, energy 
and water 
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Geographical 
Skills & 
Fieldwork 

 
Use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries 
  
Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the geography of 
their school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its 
surrounding environment 

 
Use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and 
construct basic symbols 
in a key 
 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, 
near and far; left and 
right], to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied   
  
Learn the eight points of 
a compass, 2 figure grid 
reference (maths co-
ordinates), some basic 
symbols and key 
(including the use of a 
simplified Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and 
Europe  
  
Use fieldwork to observe 
and record the human 
and physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied  
  
Learn the eight points of 
a compass, four-figure 
grid references 
  
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied  
  
Use the eight points of a 
compass,  four-figure grid 
references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom  in 
the past and present  
  
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied  
  
Extend to 6 figure grid 
references with teaching 
of latitude and longitude 
in depth. Expand map 
skills to include non UK 
countries 
  
 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 





 


