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Rationale 
 
History is about people; it allows us to examine the ways people behave, the ways in which they 
live and the things that happen to them and shows us that we belong to a rich tapestry of 
humanity. A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 
understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  History should fire up pupils’ curiosity 
about the past, helping them to understand the contemporary world and the challenges of their 
time. History allows pupils to see the diversity of human experience and understand more about 
themselves as individuals and members of society. What pupils learn can influence their decisions 
about personal choices, attitudes and values. Teaching should enable pupils to ask questions, 
think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.  
 
Through the implementation of the National Curriculum in our teaching of History, we must 
motivate children to be enquiring and interested in events and objects often beyond their living 
memory.  These concepts can be difficult for very young children to grasp but can begin to be 
understood when presented in an exciting way which relates to their own lives.  As skills develop, 
children can pursue more complex issues in their quest for knowledge of the past and how it 
affects our lives today. 
 
 
Intent Statement 

At Tilery Primary we strive to ensure children enjoy and have a love of History. We believe that a 
high-quality history education will inspire children to want to know more about the past and to think 
and act as historians. By linking learning to a range of topics, children have opportunities to 
investigate and interpret the past, understand chronology, build an overview of Britain’s past as 
well as that of the wider world, and to be able to communicate historically. 

 
 
Aims  
 

 To foster an interest in the past and to develop an understanding of how the past has 
influenced the present 

 To develop a sense of chronology so the children can organise their understanding of the 
past 

 To provide opportunities for investigation and learning using a wide range of sources and 
information  

 To develop an understanding of how to interpret primary and secondary sources  

 To distinguish between historical facts and interpretation  

 To provide opportunities for children to develop their skills of enquiry, analysis and 
investigation 

 To learn about key events in the history of their own country and the world  

 To organise information about past societies, making comparisons 

 To promote pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through the study of 
past societies 

 To make connections between time periods 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

 

Organisation of Teaching and Learning 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
We teach History in Foundation Stage as an integral part of the Understanding the World concepts 
covered during the year. As outlined in the EYFS Framework of 2021, the specific area of 
Understanding the World includes three ELG’s. To meet the ELG of ‘Past and Present’, children 
will develop an understanding of the past and present by talking about their lives and the lives of 
people around them as well as exploring some similarities and differences in the past and present. 
This understanding will be developed through experiences, discussion, play and stories.  
 
Key Stage One  
 
During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They learn how the past is 
different from the present. They find out about significant people and events from the recent and 
more distant past locally, in Britain and the wider world. They listen and respond to stories and use 
sources of information to help them ask and answer questions. They use common words and 
phrases related to the passing of time.   
 
 
Key Stage Two  
 
During Key Stage 2 pupils continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history.  They learn about change and continuity in their 
own area, in Britain and in other parts of the world. They look at history in a variety of ways, for 
example from political, economic, technological and scientific, social, religious and cultural 
perspectives. They use different sources of information to help them investigate the past, using 
dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. They also learn that 
the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways. 
 
 
Planning 
 
The curriculum planning in History is carried out in three phases (long-term, medium-term and 
short-term). The long-term plan sets out the History units which are to be taught throughout the 
year and ensures that the requirements of the National Curriculum are fully met. History is taught 
in blocks throughout the year, so that the children achieve depth in their learning. We use 
progression grids to ensure there is clear knowledge, skills and vocabulary progression. The key 
knowledge and skills that children acquire and develop throughout each block have been mapped 
to ensure progression between year groups throughout the school. We enrich our children’s 
learning using historical artefacts, visitors, workshops, whole school history celebration evenings 
and visits to excite and intrigue our children to find out more about events and people from the 
past. We aim to give our children as much understanding as possible about what is was like to be 
around at a particular period in History by having practical and experiential lessons where 
possible. 
 

  
Organisation of Resources 
 
There are a wide range of resources to support the teaching of History throughout school, 
including both practical resources in the form of topic boxes and access to online websites such as 
Twinkl, Espresso, BBC Teach and The Historical Association.  Local museums such as Preston 
Hall Museum also provide further resources to support the teaching of topics.  The children have 
the opportunity to take part in workshops provided by the University of Durham learning team who 
also provide resources to support topics.   
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KS1 resource boxes are stored in the KS1 intervention room cupboard and KS2 resource boxes 
are stored in the large cupboard at the end of the hall. Resources are stored in labelled crates 
covering each History topic.  Crates will hold relevant books, photographs, artefacts, written 
documents, maps, DVD materials, relevant web addresses.  These resources can be added to 
and reviewed each time a topic is covered. 
 
 
 
Monitoring and Assessment 
Assessment will link to the learning objectives and skills that are being taught as part of a topic or 
theme. Teachers will use their professional judgement to determine the most effective methods of 
gathering evidence of pupils’ progress, which will form the basis of an annual written report to 
parents. Gathering evidence of pupils’ attainment allows teachers to identify what has been learnt 
and identify ways of overcoming difficulties and establish a basis for further planning. 
 
 
Formative assessment can be made from a range of sources:  

 Written work 

 Spoken activities 

 Maps, plans and sketches 

 Group activities 

 Historical visits 

 Audio and video recording 

 ICT materials e.g. emails, desk top publishing 

 Models 

 Photographs 

 Comments from other people e.g. curators on visits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


